


Engineering a sustainable future



c e l e b r a t i n g  t e n  y e a r s
o f  r e n a i s s a n c e

We’ve been busy these last ten years. 

From our early beginnings, we’ve grown into a thirty-strong team 

dedicated to delivering innovative and efficient engineering designs 

for some of the UK’s most forward-looking developments.

This brochure is a celebration of our journey so far and an 

opportunity to show you the projects we’ve successfully delivered.
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t h e  r e n a i s s a n c e 
a p p r o a c h

From the outset of our journey, we’ve always been a consultancy 

dedicated to solving the right problems and doing things better 

for you - our clients. Above all else, we look to celebrate the built 

environment by positively contributing to its sustainable future.

Never one to settle for the ordinary, we put in the work 

required to deliver truly efficient designs that push the envelope

of what’s possible.
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Tower Works, Leeds



o u r  v a l u e s

At renaissance, our core values enable our team to strive toward a 

common goal and ensure everyone has the support they need to thrive.

We are more than the sum of our parts. Working as one, we deliver 

cutting-edge engineering designs for our clients and support one another 

to thrive and succeed.

Embrace teamwork

Give mutual respect
We find strength in diversity. By prioritising inclusivity, equality and respect for 

different viewpoints, everyone is empowered to find engineering solutions that 

are deliverable and efficient.
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Whether it’s working with clients, design teams or colleagues, we nurture 

relationships and work collaboratively. This results in efficient projects for 

the benefit of all involved.

Nurture relationships

We all have our part to play in the drive for a more sustainable future. We 

think creatively to manage the carbon impact of our designs, working to 

100% efficiency, using less material and less embodied carbon.

Strive for efficiency

Pursue excellence

Success doesn’t just mean delivering great engineering designs. Through 

our diverse team, we see challenges differently from others. Our considered 

approach means we’re able to drive the evolution of our industry and lead 

the way towards a better built environment.

We are solution-focused and always approach the brief from the right 

perspective. When we work closely with the project team, we clearly identify 

the challenges and deliver the right solutions to the project.

Solve the right problem
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2014

Ashton Old Baths 2018

No. 1 Old Trafford

2016

Local Blackfriars

2015

Baker Place, Royce Road

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S T H E  M I D D L E               

2019

Castle Irwell

2017

The Clore Music Studio
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2020

Glassworks,  
Back Turner Street

2020

Duke and Parr
2021

Viadux

2022

Stockport Interchange

2023+

Future

U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T
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Y E A R S

2019

The Press



No. 1 Old Trafford



t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s
These are the projects we cut our teeth on. From heritage 

refurbishments to new build homes, it all started here.

2014

Ashton Old
Baths

2015

Baker Place, Royce Road

2016

Local  Blackfr iars

2017

The Clore Music Studio
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How do you build a building inside a building? 

This was the engineering question PlaceFirst posed to us when we were 

approached to work on the refurbishment and renovation of Ashton Old 

Baths. 

A beautiful Grade II listed building with a storied history, the Victorian 

structure was built in 1870 and functioned as one of the first-ever 

municipal swimming baths in the country. It had been left empty for 40 

years before PlaceFirst acquired the building in 2014.

The brief was to deliver a wonderfully modern office and co-working space 

within the outer shell of the long empty Victorian bath house. 

Client: PlaceFirst

Duration: 3 years

a s h t o n  o l d  b a t h s

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S
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As with any Grade II listed structure, there is a strong emphasis on 

preserving the heritage of the asset and on enhancing and complementing 

the period grandeur.

There were multiple challenges to overcome to achieve our goals here. 

Alongside difficult ground works, there was the issue of access, and 

bringing equipment and materials through a double-door-sized opening. 

This was renaissance’s very own ship in a bottle project.

The constraints of the site meant we had to think smartly about our 

approach. We delivered an extremely efficient framing solution that saved 

our client precious time and money, and enabled all equipment and 

materials to fit through the small entrance.

The £3m commercial hub is now one of the most successful office spaces 

in Tameside, delivering a modern commercial environment that blends 

beautifully with the preserved Victorian architecture.
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The project at Royce Road is a testament to how identifying constraints 

early and working collaboratively can lead to an award-winning project.

Baker Place is a 67-apartment, built to rent development we were 

commissioned to work on by One Manchester.

Located on Royce Road in Hulme, the two-bedroom units provide modern 

residential spaces with a strong emphasis on efficient, low-rise, traditional 

construction and sustainability.

Client: One Manchester

Duration: 4 years

b a k e r  p l a c e , r o y c e  r o a d

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S
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The successful delivery of Baker Place was down to well-considered 

design, strong collaboration and identifying the challenges of the project 

early on. 

One of these challenges was a mainline sewer that ran through the 

centre of the development, several disused wells and the knock-on 

effect these elements had on the masterplan and onsite project delivery.

Because we identified these constraints early, we were able to deliver a 

considered design that was efficient and buildable from the get-go. 

We pushed load-bearing masonry and pre-cast concrete construction 

to its limit, to maximise development value within the constraints of the 

site.

This project was a roaring success thanks in no small part to the strong 

relationships and collaborative effort of the project team, evidenced by 

the development receiving the 2021 RIBA Regional Award for the 

North West.
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Local Blackfriars was a huge step in the evolution of renaissance. 

Not only was it our first foray into the high-rise residential market, but 

it was also one of our first projects collaborating with long-time clients 

Salboy and Domis.

Billed as a step-change in luxury city living, Local Blackfriars is a Salford-

based residential development comprising 380 apartments, townhouses 

and penthouses across two stunning towers. 

Our work on the development encapsulated what we do best as 

an engineering consultancy. Through efficient design and strong 

relationships, we saved our client money, increased buildability and 

enabled early delivery of the finished product.

Client: Salboy

Duration: 4 years

l o c a l  b l a c k f r i a r s

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S
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Early in the design process for any project, we look to optimise the 

engineering efficiency. With Local Blackfriars, imposing the residential 

grid throughout the building height avoided a costly transfer slab. 

Combined with de-risking the ground works with a reduced basement 

footprint (which had limited impact on the client’s financial returns), we 

created savings of £1m.

Our positive relationship with Mayo Civils - the concrete frame contractor 

- and our crystal-clear design plan allowed the construction of the 

frame to be delivered quicker than expected. The clarity with which we 

delivered our design was such that very few queries came back during 

construction.

Our super-efficient design and strong collaboration with Domis and Mayo 

Civils meant this award-winning project was delivered six months early, 

enabling an early start to its sibling project at Local Crescent. 
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Viadux, Manchester



t h e  m i d d l e  y e a r s
After demonstrating our skills and value on some marquee projects, 

renaissance’s growing reputation allowed us to forge strong client 

relationships and secure more exciting new projects. 

2017

The Clore
Music Studios

2018

No. 1 Old Trafford

2019

Castle Irwell
2020

Glassworks,  
Back Turner Street
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2019

The Press



The challenge of any project in a rich historic context is ensuring 

modernisation is balanced with the location’s extensive history.

The Clore Music Studios provide stunning practice rooms for the historic 

New College, Oxford. Used as a space for students to practice and study 

their musical craft, it intermarries a gorgeous, contemporary building with 

the rich history of this conservation area.

While a relatively small project in terms of size, it presented many 

engineering challenges. This highly constrained site was peppered 

with services and had very poor ground conditions. The location was 

acoustically sensitive and the 17th century civil war ramparts running 

the full length of the site boundary meant there were archaeological 

considerations to contend with.

Client: John McAslan + Partners

Duration: 4 years

t h e  c l o r e  m u s i c  s t u d i o s

T H E  M I D D L E  Y E A R S
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The extent of the archaeologically sensitive civil war ramparts informed the 

position of the building. From there, it was a matter of mounting a considered 

engineering response to the groundwork issues whilst achieving the 

architectural and technically advanced ambitions of the development. 

The acoustic element of the brief required the structural response of a 

concrete frame. However, this architectural gem with an open frontage and 

rear elevation required a smart engineering response to provide lateral 

stability. Our pragmatic approach delivered the architect’s vision whilst de-

risking the site with buildable solutions and allowing the building to really sing. 

One of the notable features of the building is the floating roof. Achieved by 

supporting a concrete plane with a series of delicate cantilevered columns, it 

gives the building a stunning ‘no hands’ appearance that adds to the finesse of 

the space.

The development has received several awards, including the Oxford 

Preservation Trust award 2019, Building Awards - Small Projects 2020, and the 

RIBA SW Regional award 2021. 
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Image credit: John McAslan + Partners
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Our work at No.1 Old Trafford was all about optimising the structural form 

of the building so that it worked with the architecture, not against it. 

Located near Manchester United’s stadium at Old Trafford, the 

development provides 353 apartments with associated amenity space 

across two towers of 18 and 15-storeys with all the hustle and bustle of 

Manchester’s city centre just down the road.

The success of this project is down to the close collaboration of all of the 

teams involved. In particular, the synergy between the architecture and 

structure enabling commercial viability and efficient onsite delivery. 

Client: Cole Waterhouse

Duration: 4 years

n o . 1  o l d  t r a f f o r d

T H E  M I D D L E  Y E A R S
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Working closely with the architect, we used our sector experience to 

develop a structural form that was incredibly efficient in delivering the 

proposed architectural layout.

This efficiency and emphasis on collaboration paid dividends when it came 

to working with the supply chain. The crystal-clear design and detailing of 

the concrete frame was easily implemented onsite, with minimal queries. 

The efficiency of the frame also had benefits, with significant material 

savings and as a result, a substantial reduction in embodied carbon.

These factors contributed to the early delivery of the project, with the 

handover occurring three months ahead of programme.

The strong relationships and collaboration on this project were 

instrumental in securing further work for renaissance. Not only did it 

lead to a great finished development but it kickstarted many productive 

relationships with contractors and clients alike.
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cast le  i rwel l

T H E  M I D D L E  Y E A R S

Client: Salboy 

Duration: 3 years

Turning a floodplain into a space that works for people and nature.

With conversations on how to build green space into our urban 

environments becoming more prevalent in the national conversation, 

Castle Irwell serves as a perfect example of how to do it viably and 

authentically.

Castle Irwell is a visually stunning residential development in Salford’s 

Lower Broughton. Providing over 400 new homes, the beautifully 

landscaped location delivers a selection of high-quality residences a 

stone’s throw away from Manchester city centre.



Image credit: Our Studio
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T H E  M I D D L E  Y E A R S

The project’s focus is a result of a considered engineering approach to 

sustainable urban drainage with complex flood modelling, to deliver 

pragmatic and buildable solutions for a vibrant development. This is the 

‘SUDS manual’ in built form.

The technical challenges of surface water management on a 1km wide 

site, as well as controlling the future potential of flood waters, led to a 

combination of smart, engineered control devices housed in an attractive 

public open space. 

Detailed analysis and specialist flood modelling resulted in the provision 

of flood compensation storage, open wetlands to carry rain water, as well 

as rain water storage for when the river water level is above average. The 

icing on the cake was that during construction the area was excavated 

using semi-autonomous vehicles. And that’s just the civil engineering!

The housing adopts a traditional build constructed on improved ground 

and providing a contemporary array of modern homes in a tranquil oasis 

for those looking to escape the hustle and bustle of the city centre. 



Image credit: Wright Landscapes.



Client: Salboy 

Duration: 2 years 

the  press

T H E  M I D D L E  Y E A R S

On a site brimming with history, a subtle approach is often all that’s 

needed for regeneration.

The Press is a residential project steeped in Manchester’s industrial past. 

Although first built for the Co-operative Printing Society in the 1870s, 

the location has been extended several times, with each new addition 

featuring the latest construction technology of the time.

The site was acquired by Salboy with a view to converting the buildings 

into a modern residential development. Offering a selection of New-York 

style one, two and three-bedroom townhouses and apartments, The Press 

blends thoughtful design with gorgeous original features.



37



38

T H E  M I D D L E  Y E A R S

Poorly utilised and part dilapidated, there was much work to be done to 

convert the premises into a premium residential development. Because 

each block was built at a different time in history, there wasn’t a one-size-

fits-all structural solution to be had.

The key to this fantastic heritage project was in the extensive 

investigations we carried out for each block. Getting a detailed 

understanding of each frame, section, and connection detail enabled 

us to perform the necessary rigorous engineering analysis. The level of 

understanding we achieved from this ultimately meant we were able to 

minimise the structural interventions needed on this historically sensitive 

site.

Our light touch approach meant that the period aspects of the 

development shone through. Our design left much of the primary 

structure exposed and avoided intrusive steel strengthening works that 

are typical of such renovation projects.

This minimalist approach added aesthetic value, passed on significant 

material savings to the client and minimised the embodied carbon.





No.1 Old Trafford



t o d a y ’ s  r e n a i s s a n c e
renaissance is now known across the North of England as an engineering 

consultancy who does the work required to deliver truly efficient designs.

2020

Duke and Parr

2020

Glassworks,  
Back Turner Street

2021

Viadux

2022

Stockport Interchange
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How do you remove risk from a heritage project?

For our work at Duke and Parr, it was a matter of understanding how the 

historic building had been constructed and then, using that knowledge to 

inform the refurbishment of the space.

Situated in the middle of Liverpool’s Ropewalks district, Duke and Parr 

takes the rich heritage of the city and transforms it into a new and exciting 

workspace. A hub of culture and community, the development sets the 

standard for a new kind of office experience in the North West.

For the project, we drew on our capabilities of working with listed heritage 

assets, leaning on the CARE accreditation of our lead engineers to secure 

the best results. 

Client: CERT Property

Duration: 2 years

d u k e  a n d  p a r r

U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T
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Our approach to working with heritage and listed assets is to understand 

and investigate the construction methods of that time and their use in 

each building, making us better placed to introduce sensitive structural 

interventions.

Having at different times housed a newsroom, a shipping company, a 

library and even a museum, the history of this 19th-century building 

was central to our client’s goals. The work we did not only respected the 

heritage of the place but celebrated it. With interiors delivered by Sheila 

Bird, the venue took on an inimitable grandeur, marrying quirky interior 

design with the beautiful period stylings of a bygone era.

A fully collaborative effort with the client and the design team, the results 

at Duke and Parr speak for themselves.

The delivery of this project led to new and exciting opportunities for 

renaissance, including a project at Clippers Quay for CERT Property, and 

further exciting work with Sixteen Real Estate and Workspace D&B.
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Client: Salboy

Duration: 2 years

g l a s s w o r k s

U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T

On the tightest of city centre sites, how do you support and preserve a 

Grade II listed façade, whilst constructing a 17-storey tower adjacent?

Glassworks - a stunning new commercial development from Salboy - is 

nearing completion in the heart of Manchester’s Northern Quarter. 

Designed with sustainability, health and well-being in mind, this landmark 

project will provide some of the finest hybrid work space in the North West.

When complete, the project will feature three interlinked buildings 

across an extremely tight site. At one end, a magnificent 17-storey glass-

fronted tower will provide a modern array of office spaces high up in the 

Manchester skyline. 
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U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T

At the other end, a five-storey glass-fronted building will cap off the 

development in style. 

For the central heritage building, the front heritage façade of the bottle 

factory was to be preserved while the interior was remodelled. 

Because of the site constraints, external temporary works to support the 

façade were not possible. 

As a result, renaissance delivered a UK first, adopting a top-down 

approach for the internal demolition. Ensuring at all times the stability of 

the façade was maintained, new columns and foundations were installed, 

then each existing floor removed prior to the new floor being installed, 

which in turn provides the façade restraint.

Starting at the top and working down, this method enabled us to support 

the façade without extremely extensive internal temporary works. This 

efficient method led to huge savings in steel and embodied carbon across 

an already highly efficient project.





U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T

How do you build a skyscraper above a Grade II listed viaduct?

The Viadux development at Manchester’s Castlefield is a true testament 

to what’s possible with considered engineering and efficient design. The 

ongoing works involve the construction of a 40-storey skyscraper atop the 

historic Castlefield viaduct. Providing 370 state-of-the-art apartments, the 

building is pushing boundaries in its approach to building within historic 

sites of cultural significance.

As engineers, we have an established reputation for our ability to 

rationalise structures and deliver highly efficient designs. Nowhere was 

this more tested than on the complex and incredibly daring Viadux.

Client: Salboy

Duration: 4 years

viadux
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U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T

Our appointment to the project came off the back of a previous project, 

where we demonstrated our ability to deliver considered engineering 

designs that saved on materials, money and carbon. When we took on 

the Viadux project, the main developer was Ask Real Estate, who we 

were working with on Tower Works, Leeds. They asked us to deliver a 

commercially viable and heritage sensitive design that navigated the 

challenges of building through the viaduct.

We developed a brilliantly subtle plan to sensitively pass through the 

masonry arches, with minimal impact on the heritage structure. Once 

passed through, we transitioned to a transfer slab to act as a ‘tabletop’ on 

which the skyscraper could be built.

From the piling to the bifurcating Y-shaped column structure, everything 

we did at Viadux was fully considered. The structure wasn’t just highly 

efficient in its use of materials, but is also structurally independent of the 

historic viaduct.

With Salboy now at the helm of the project, works are gathering pace on 

site towards a 2023 completion.





U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T

The Stockport Interchange project represents the enormous investment 

being made to the regeneration of Stockport’s town centre. 

This project is much more than a modern transport hub to house a new 

fleet of zero emission vehicles. It will also provide direct links with the train 

station and dedicated cycle routes through the town. The finished product 

will be an architectural wonder that brings new business and visitors to 

the Greater Manchester location.

Above the Oculus bus station, a two-acre city centre park will provide a 

beautiful recreation area while a 17-storey residential development with a 

ground floor commercial area will offer plush city centre living for renters 

eager for a town-centre location.

Client: Willmott Dixon

Duration: 4 years

stockport  interchange
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U P  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T

Introduced to the project by long-time collaborator Mayo Civils, we initially 

started work on the residential development for main contractor, Willmott 

Dixon. From there, we were also appointed to work on the Oculus bus 

station, the ‘bridgescape’ connecting the development to the train station, 

and the cycle ramp providing more direct access down to the Mersey Way 

shopping centre. 

On each element of the expansive interchange project, we completely 

rationalised the design to 100% efficiency. On the Oculus station alone, 

we have reduced material usage by up to 40%, providing cost savings and 

reducing embodied carbon.

For all the project’s challenges, we looked to approach them with 

buildability in mind, removing risk and providing certainty. One such 

intervention was adding four movement joints to the external Oculus 

structure to accommodate seasonal temperature effects, facilitating 

construction and simplifying the design and detailing of the architecture. 

The successful delivery of this project is the result of great partnership 

and collaboration.
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The built environment is approaching a sea change in how we do things. 

Essential carbon targets and an increased emphasis on sustainability will 

force us to think differently about our industry’s effect on the world.  

In a time where fresh perspectives and new solutions are paramount, 

we’re dedicated to solving the right problems and staying at the cutting 

edge of engineering design.

renaissance’s reputation is built on our ability to deliver the most efficient 

engineering designs possible. Along with adopting new approaches and 

using new technologies, we’ll carry this efficient methodology into the 

future as we look to deliver a more sustainable way of working and a 

future-proof built environment.

t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s . . .

Efficiency is the future





Our brochure has been printed by a process that uses no water, 
no high VOC chemicals, generates no waste to landfill, is powered 
100% by renewable energy and is recyclable at end of life. 
Visit Seacourt.net for more info.

t h e  r e n a i s s a n c e  t e a m

We’re not like every other consultancy. We stand out from the crowd 

by leading the way to a brighter future for our industry. 

Our diverse team is our strength and our unique approach to 

engineering allows us to deliver innovative, elegant and efficient 

designs that benefit all.
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Carvers Warehouse

77 Dale Street, Manchester M1 2HG

Telephone: 0161 393 6509

Email: info@renaissance-ltd.com

Website: renaissance-ltd.com


